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Update #11

Statistics – November 27, 2007

	
	Country
	O:LC launched
	Suspects

received
	Submitted

to prosecutors

	1
	Lithuania
	July 8, 2002
	199
	46

	2
	Estonia
	July 10, 2002
	9
	2

	3
	Latvia 
	July 11, 2002
	45
	13

	4
	Poland
	September 10, 2003
	25
	2

	5
	Romania
	September 12, 2003
	18
	4

	6
	Austria
	September 15, 2003
	21
	1*

	7
	Croatia
	June 30, 2004
	13
	1

	8
	Hungary
	July 13, 2004
	19
	4

	9
	Germany
	January 26, 2005
	87
	6

	10
	Others**
	
	52
	21

	
	Total
	
	488
	99


*
This case had been submitted to prosecutors in Austria and in Poland

**
Belgium, Canada, Chile, Czech Republic, Finland, Italy, New Zealand, South Africa, Sweden, Ukraine, USA 
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Dr. Sandor Képiró – Hungary

Current whereabouts: 78 Leo Frankel St., Budapest

Born in 1914, Képiró served as an officer in the Hungarian gendarmerie, which carried out the mass murder of several thousand civilians (mostly Jews) in the city of Novi Sad [Ujvidek] (then part of Hungarian-occupied Yugoslavia, today Serbia), on January 23, 1942. Képiró was among the Hungarian officers convicted in Budapest for this atrocity in January 1944 but in the wake of the occupation of Hungary in March 1944, he was pardoned, promoted and returned to active service. In 1945, he escaped to Austria, from whence he fled to Argentina in 1948. In 1996, Képiró returned to Budapest after being assured at the Hungarian Embassy in Buenos Aires that he would not face prosecution and/or punishment in his native land.  

In late July 2006, Képiró’s presence in Budapest was discovered in the framework of the Wiesenthal Center’s “Operation: Last Chance” as a byproduct of an investigation against a Hungarian gendarme living in Scotland who was suspected of participating in the deportation of Jews to Auschwitz in spring 1944. The Center submitted the evidence against Képiró to Hungarian prosecutors on August 1, 2006 and requested the implementation of his original sentence, which he had never served. 

In February 2007, the Budapest Municipal Court decided that Képiró’s 1944 sentence could not be implemented since it had been officially cancelled, but an investigation of his role in the 1942 murders in Novi Sad was initiated. A decision on whether to prosecute him will be made in the coming weeks. 
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Dr. Aribert Heim – Germany (Austria)

Current whereabouts: unknown, reportedly in Spain or South America

Born on June 28, 1914 in Radkersburg, Austria, Dr. Aribert Heim served as a medical doctor at the Sachsenhausen, Buchenwald, and Mauthausen concentration camps. His most terrible crimes were committed at Mauthausen, where he murdered hundreds of inmates by administering lethal injections of phenol to their hearts or by other torturous killing methods during the fall of 1941. He later served with the SS in Finland and elsewhere, returning to Germany towards the end of World War II. Heim was arrested by American troops in March 1945, and was held by them for over two and a half years, although for unknown reasons which appear quite suspicious he was never prosecuted for his crimes, which were known to US war crimes investigators. 

After his release in December 1947, Heim set up practice as a gynecologist in Bad Nauheim, Germany and later moved his practice to Baden-Baden, where in 1962 he was about to be arrested and prosecuted by the West German authorities. But Heim was apparently tipped off regarding his arrest and was able to escape prosecution to this day. Ostensibly reliable sources say that over the years, he has lived in Argentina, Egypt (where he reportedly worked as a doctor for the Egyptian police), Uruguay, Spain and other locations. Three years ago, in the wake of an investigation regarding financial improprieties committed by one of his sons, the German police discovered a bank account in Heim’s name in a Berlin bank with over one million euros. The fact that his children had never claimed the money strengthened the suspicion that the doctor was still alive, and a special task force of the German police was established to find him. At their request, Heim was declared the number one target of “Operation: Last Chance” when it was launched in Germany in January 2005. Since that time, the Center has received numerous leads and possible sightings but none have proved to be the elusive “Dr. Death” from Mauthausen.   
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Milivoj Ašner – Croatian (Austria)

Current whereabouts: 8 Paulitischgasse, Klagenfurt

Born in 1913 in Croatia, Ašner served as the police chief of the city of Slavonska Požega following the establishment of the independent state of Croatia in spring 1941. Appointed by the fascist Ustasha movement which ruled the country, Ašner set out to implement their repressive policies against Croatia’s minorities: Serbs, Jews and Gypsies. During the years 1941-1942, Ašner orchestrated the robbery, persecution and destruction of the local Serb, Jewish and Gypsy communities, which culminated in the deportation to Ustasha concentration camps, where most of the deportees were murdered, of hundreds of civilians. 

After the war, Ašner escaped to Austria to avoid prosecution as a war criminal in Yugoslavia. He returned to Croatia, however, after the breakup of Yugoslavia, was discovered thanks to the research of Alen Budaj, and exposed in the framework of “Operation: Last Chance.” In response, the former police chief escaped once again to Klagenfurt, Austria where he continues to reside to this day. 

In September 2005, Croatia, upon the urging of the Wiesenthal Center, submitted an official request to Austria for the extradition of Milivoj Ašner to stand trial for his crimes in Požega. Initially, the Austrians refused to extradite him back to Croatia on the grounds that he was an Austrian citizen, and as such not subject to extradition abroad. They did, however, declare that they would investigate these crimes with a view to possible prosecution in Austria. On January 30, 2006, Justice Minister Karin Gastinger informed the Center that Ašner’s crimes came under an Austrian statute of limitations and he therefore could not be prosecuted in Austria. Two days later, however, after the Center publically attacked Vienna’s consistent failure to bring Nazis to justice, Austrian officials announced that contrary to previous reports, Ašner was no longer an Austrian citizen, having lost this citizenship when he applied for Croatian citizenship in 1992 without obtaining prior permission from the Austrians. 

This revelation should have paved the way for Ašner‘s immediate extradition to Croatia, but unfortunately, this still has not taken place, with Ašner‘s ostensibly poor health the current reason for the delay. 
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Karoly (Charles) Zentai – Hungary (Australia)

Current whereabouts: 2/10 Millar Place, Willeton 6155 (Perth)

Born in 1921, Charles Zentai is accused of murdering 18 year old Peter Balazs, a Jewish boy he caught riding a Budapest tram without the requisite yellow star on November 8, 1944. According to the testimonies of numerous witnesses, Zentai dragged Balazs off the streetcar, brought him to his army barracks at Arena St. 51, where together with two fellow army officers, Bela Mader and Lajos Nagy, he beat Peter Balazs to death. Zentai then took the body, weighed it down with stones and threw it into the Danube River. 

Zentai’s role in the murder was exposed in the 1947 trial in Hungary of Nagy, by which time he had already escaped to the American zone of occupied Germany. When Hungarian requests for his extradition went unanswered, Zentai was able in February 1950 to immigrate to Australia, where he continues to reside to this day. He was exposed in November 2004 in the framework of “Operation: Last Chance” after evidence regarding his crimes was received from Adam Balazs, the victim’s brother, currently living in Budapest, and the Center tracked him down to Australia. In April 2005, Hungary officially asked for Zentai’s extradition and he was arrested three months later in Perth after Australian Justice Minister Chris Ellison officially approved the request. 

For the past two years, however, Zentai has prevented his extradition by mounting a technical legal challenge regarding the competency of the judges in Western Australia to rule on his case, an issue which should be resolved by February 2008. If Zentai will be extradited to stand trial in Hungary, it will mark the first successful legal action taken by Australia against a Holocaust perpetrator and the first trial in Hungary of such a criminal since it became a democracy. 
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Erna Wallisch – Austria

Current whereabouts: Schiffmühlenstr. 100, Vienna

Born 1922 in Thueringen, Germany, she started serving as a guard at the Ravensbrück (Germany) concentration camp in May 1941. In October 1942, she was transferred to the Majdanek death camp in Poland, where she participated in the mass extermination of Jews. She guarded camp inmates who were being taken to be murdered and took them inside the gas chambers. She also was present during selections before the killings. Her service there ended in January 1944, after she was impregnated by a fellow guard. Following the end of the war, she moved to Vienna with her husband, who had also served as a guard at Majdanek.

Wallisch was questioned by Austrian authorities regarding her wartime activities in 1965 and 1972. She was initially indicted for participation in murder, but the charges were dropped because her crimes came under the Austrian statute of limitations. Information regarding her service in Nazi concentration camps was submitted to the Wiesenthal Center following the launch of "Operation: Last Chance" in Austria in September 2003 (an informant wrote about the  "female devil from the concentration camp") and the Center pressed the Austrian judicial authorities to reopen the case. In late January 2006, the Austrians announced that because Wallisch had been only "passively complicit" in genocide, she could not be prosecuted in Austria for her crimes. The Center then turned to the Polish Institute for National Memory to initiate an investigation against Wallisch, and the Polish prosecution agency announced in September 2007 that on the basis of new evidence regarding her participation in murder, she would be indicted and her extradition to stand trial in Poland would be sought.
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